Man
in the
Moon
Simple carving uses
just a knife and a
scrap of basswood
By Dave Stetson

S

craps of wood seem to multiply in my shop.
The size and shape of this simple project allows
you to use up all sorts of scraps. I’ve made this
one out of 1/4" (6mm)-thick wood, but you can increase
the size of the pattern and use thicker wood.
You’ll enjoy carving these quick faces so much
that you’re sure to have fewer scraps in your shop.
Since they are so easy to carve, I hand them out to
people I think need a smile.
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			 moon: roughing out the Carving

1

Cut the outline of the moon.
Transfer the pattern to the blank. Cut
around the outline of the moon with a
band saw, coping saw, scroll saw, or by
carving to the lines with a knife.

2

Draw the first cuts. Draw the top
of the eyebrow, the eye socket, the area
between the nose and the lip, and the chin.

3

Make the first cuts. Use a knife to
make angled cuts along the lines drawn
in Step 2.

moon: refining the Carving

4

Refine the nose, brow, and lips.
Remove the sharp points from the positive
triangles representing the nose, eyebrow,
and lips.
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Whittling

5

Draw the facial features. Use the
pattern and the photo above as guides to
draw the eyes, nose, and mouth.

6

Make stop cuts along the feature
lines. Use the tip of the knife to make stop
cuts along the eye, nose, and mouth lines.

7

Carve up to the stop cuts.
Carefully carve up to the stop cuts to
separate the facial features.

8

Refine the facial features. Make
deeper cuts at the eye, the corner of the
nose, and the corner of the mouth to
further emphasize these features.

9

Draw the final details. These areas
will be scooped out and rounded to give
the piece a finished look.
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Man in
the moon
pattern

10

Carve the final details. Make shallow scooping cuts to remove
wood in the areas marked in Step 9. These cuts remove the sharp
corners and make the moon look more 3-D. I left my carving with a
natural finish, but you could stain, paint, or apply a clear finish.

materials
& tools

MATERIALS:
• Basswood, 1/4" (6mm) thick:
11/4" x 3" (32mm x 76mm)
• Finish, such as stain, paint,
or clear spray (optional)
TOOLS:
• Carving knife
• Saw, such as coping saw,
scroll saw, or band saw
(optional)
The author used these products for the
project. Substitute your choice of brands,
tools, and materials as desired.

Dave Stetson is a co-creator and founding member
of the Caricature Carvers of America (CCA). Dave
teaches seminars around the country with his wife,
Michele. Dave is the author of Caricature Carving
from Head to Toe, available from Fox Chapel
Publishing, www.foxchapelpublishing.com.
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Best-Selling Books
for Inspired
Whittling

Caricature Carving from Head to Toe
A Complete Step-by-Step Guide to Capturing
Expression and Humor in Wood
By Dave Stetson
Find out what makes a carving “caricature” with this top-notch
guide. Learn how anatomy relates to expression by creating a clay
model. Then, follow step-by-step instructions for carving an Old
Man with Walking Stick. Patterns for alternate facial expressions,
wood selection, tools and a photo gallery also included.
$19.95 • Code: 1214

The Little Book of Whittling

Passing Time on the Trail, on the
Porch, and Under the Stars

Big Book of Whittle Fun

31 Simple Projects You Can
Make with a Knife, Branches &
Other Found Wood

Whittling Twigs & Branches,
2nd Edition

Unique Birds, Flowers, Trees &
More from Easy-to-Find Wood

Carving the Little Guys
Easy Techniques for
Beginning Woodcarvers

By Chris Lubkemann
Step-by-step demonstrations show how to carve
birds, flowers, trees and letter openers from twigs
and branches using only a pocketknife.

By Keith Randich
Learn to transform small blocks of wood into
expressive little people. This skill-building
beginner’s guide shows how to capture humor
and expression in caricature woodcarving.

$12.95 • Code: 5205

$12.95 • Code: 2365

$9.99 • Code: 7759

Old Time Whittling

Whittling Pencils

Whittling Little Folk

By Keith Randich
Master the old-fashioned craft of whittling
with this easy beginner’s guide. Create 10 iconic
whittling classics like the wooden chain, ball-ina-cage, arrow-through-the-heart, and more.

By Randy True
This introduction to the slender craft of pencil
carving shows how to make ordinary pencils
come to life. Learn to whittle fascinating Santa
pencils, Wood Spirits, Leprechauns and even an
iconic Uncle Sam.

Art & Technique of ScandinavianStyle Woodcarving

By Harley Refsal
These whittled folk are small in size but big in
personality! Learn step-by-step how to carve a
Scandinavian-inspired man and woman, with
patterns for more than 20 character variations.

$9.99 • Code: 7742

$12.99 • Code: 7513

By Chris Lubkemann
Unwind while you learn to create useful and
whimsical objects with nothing more than a
pocketknife, a twig, and a few minutes of time.
$12.95 • Code: 7728

Easy Techniques for Carving
Classic Projects

By Chris Lubkemann
Packed with projects including practical items
like recipe holders, whimsical objects like a
rooster, and playful games like tic-tac-toe.

Projects and Techniques

20 Delightful Characters
to Carve and Paint

$16.95 • Code: 5182

Step-by-Step Instructions & Patterns
for 40 Flat-Plane Carving Projects
By Harley Refsal
Decorated by the King of Norway for his contributions
to Norwegian culture, Harley shows you how to create
your own Scandinavian style, flat-plane carvings.
$17.95 • Code: 2305

ORDER TODAY! 800-457-9112 • www.foxchapelpublishing.com
By Phone: 800-457-9112 • Direct: 717-560-4703
Fax: 717-560-4702
Online at: www.FoxChapelPublishing.com
By Mail: Send Check or Money Order to
Fox Chapel Publishing
1970 Broad St.
East Petersburg, PA 17520

US

# Item
1 Item
Each Additional

Shipping Rate
$3.99
.99

Canadian & International Orders - please email
info@foxchapelpublishing.com or
visit our website for actual shipping costs.

